Appendix 1

Soil Association Organic Standards to be used for Stroudco produce in relation to  Housing and Stocking Densities

These standards are taken from Soil Association organic standards 2009 (implemented from 19 April 2009).

All Livestock

10.11.1

You must allow all your livestock access to pasture unless the following circumstances temporarily prevent this:

· the health or welfare of the animal.

· The weather conditions and the state of the ground

· community or national requirements relating to specific animal health. 

10.11.2

You must, where necessary, provide sufficient protection for your stock against predation and against rain, wind, sun and extreme temperatures, depending on local conditions and breed. 

10.11.3

You must manage your stock and keep the stocking density low enough to prevent:

· poaching of the soil

· over-grazing of vegetation

· the application of more than 170kg of nitrogen/ha/year, and

· pollution of water courses. 

Beef and Dairy Cattle
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You may house your sheep or goats in the winter but their housing
must have:

¢ a comfortable clean and dry lying/resting area of solid construction (not
slatted)

* a smooth but not a slippery floor

e at least 50cm of trough space per heavily pregnant ewe/goat for
concentrate feeding

¢ no more than 40 ewes/goats per pen if housed throughout the winter

¢ no more than 100 ewes/goats per pen if only housed for lambing/kidding

¢ good ventilation without excess draughts, and

o the following minimum lying area:

Minimum lying area m? per head
i. Sheep and goats 1.50
ii. Lambs and kids 0.35
ii. Ewe/nanny goats with one lamb/kid 2.00

iv. Additional lamb/kid with each family group 0.35
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You must not house your sheep or goats permanently indoors.
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Your pig operation must:

* be based on free range (preferably a total free range) system, and
* be on a site with suitable soil type, climate and landscape which, together
with the appropriate stocking density, will prevent:

i. nitrogen leaching
ii. erosion, and
iii. internal parasites and disease.

We will consider your livestock management plan against these criteria.

13.3.2

You must:

 give your pigs direct access to the soil and growing green food
 provide wallows and/or shade over the summer months, and
* minimise stress through good handling systems.



Cattle continued...
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You should use a rotational grazing system.

13.3.4

You should not:

* return your pigs to the same land more than once in four years,or

* keep your pigs on the same land for more than six months.

13.3.5 | Revised

You should not exceed the following stocking densities which are the
equivalent (in production of manure) to 170kg nitrogen per hectare per year:

*based on 18 pigs/sow/year finished at 26 weeks of age

No. of animals equivalent kg N produced/ kg N produced/

170kg N/halyear piglyear pig/week

* Baconer 16 10.6 0.204
* Cutter (35-85kg) 18 9.4 0.182
* Grower (18-35kg) 28 6.1 0.117
* Weaner (7-18kg) 60 2.8 0.054
* Sow and litter (to 7kg)* 09 18.9 0.363




Cattle continued.....

[image: image5.png]Weeks in weight kg N produced/ Total kg N

category pig/veek produced
* Baconer 4 0.204 147
o Cutter (35-85kg) 8 0.182 26.15
* Grower (18-35kg) 5 0.117 10.51
* Weaner (7-18kg) 4 0.054 3.92
* Sow and litter (to 7kg)* 52 0.363 18.89
* Total kg N/sow + progeny/yr 74.18kg

*based on 18 pigs/sow/year finished at 26 weeks of age

170
74.18

sows + progeny to one hectare of rotational land = =229
Note — below is a worked example of 100ha farm, with all land suitable for
pigs, based on the above recommendations:

* Using two sows + progeny/ha over the whole area suitable for pigs — 100ha
x2 =200 sows

* Stocking your pigs on the same land no more than once in four years - pigs
stocked on 25ha per year

* Stocking rate on the 25ha would be eight sows + progeny/ha

* Moving your pigs every six months would mean stocking 12.5ha with pigs
at any given time, which equals 16 sows plus followers/ha.




Sheep and Goats

[image: image6.png]13.5.1 | Revised

You may only house your pigs indoors:

e in the final fattening stage but for no more than one fifth of their lives
* in extreme weather conditions, or
e at other times, with our approval, but only when it is of benefit to their welfare.

13.5.2 | Revised

In addition to the general livestock housing standards your indoor housing
must always provide:




[image: image7.png]* access to an outside run which allows your pigs to dung and root, and
* enough trough space for all your pigs to feed at once if you do not feed
them ad lib.

13.5.3

If you house pigs indoors you must:

* provide individual housing for sows with piglets, and
o create stable, evenly sized groups for fattening pigs, gilts and sows.

13.5.4

Drinkers must have a high enough flow rate to meet the needs of each class
of pig and there must be no more than:

* 10 pigs per nipple drinker
* 15 pigs per bowl, or
* 10 pigs per 30cm of trough.




Pigs
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You must include in your management plan details of how you will:

* manage and protect thin or bullied pigs, and

* avoid bullying in group-housed dry sows or gilts, particularly at feeding.

13.5.6 | Revised

You must have at least the following housing dimensions:

Breeding pigs

Minimum indoor
area (m? head)

Minimum outdoor
exercise area (m?/ head)

* Sows 3.0 3.0
* Boars 6.0 8.0
* Farrowing sows with
piglets up to 40 days 75 25
Minimum lying area — covered and
bedded for outside shelters (m?/head)
* Farrowing sows with 40
piglets up to 28 days .
>

* Dry sows and boars 1.5
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Total indoor
area (m? head)

Minimum outdoor
exercise area (m? head)

Up to 30kg (and over 40 days)
Up to 50kg

Up to 85kg

Up to 110kg

0.6
0.8
1.1
13

0.4
0.6
0.8
1.0

Minimum lying area — covered and
bedded for outside shelters (m?/head)

Up to 30kg (and over 40 days)
Up to 50kg

Up to 85kg

Up to 110kg

0.30
0.40
0.65
0.80




Pigs continued...
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Your cattle housing must have a comfortable clean and dry lying/resting area
which must be solid and not more than 50% slatted.

11.4.2

When housing your cattle you must:

* house animals of a similar size together to reduce the risk of bullying

* house any aggressive cattle separately, and

* provide extra lying and feeding space if you are keeping horned
cattle together.

11.4.3

If you house any breeding bulls over one year old you must:

* keep them in sight of other animals, and
* give them access to:

i. pasture, or
ii. an open-air run of at least 30m?.

11.4.4

You may finish your cattle in well-bedded spacious yards provided this period
is less than one fifth of their lifetime and is no more than three months. This
is in addition to any normal winter housing period.
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You may use stalls or cubicles in your housing provided that:

o your animals have free access to them

o they have an adequate lungeing area

o they are clean, dry and well-bedded, and

* there are 5% more cubicles than cattle, unless we agree otherwise.




Pigs continued.....
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If you have concrete-based cubicles you should fit them with rubber
mats, mattresses, water beds or other cushioned materials and provide an
additional layer of bedding.

11.4.7

If you have concrete-based cubicles and cannot fit them with suitable
cushioned materials you must provide substantial bedding.



[image: image13.png]Note — the size of the cubicles on your holding must be suitable for your
cattle. You should consider the largest cows in the herd when calculating
cubicle housing. The following table provides guidelines for cubicle
dimensions (taken from the British Standards Institute, 1990, BS5502).

Cubicle length Cubicle clear width
Cow weight (kg) including kerb (m) between partitions (m)
* 350-500 2.00 1.00-1.10
* 500-600 2.15 1.10-1.15
* 600-700 2.30 1.15-1.20

* 700-800 2.50 1.20-1.30




[image: image14.png]11.4.8

When housing your animals you must give them the following space:

Minimum housing space

Lying area or Additional space  Total
indoor area required

Live weight (kg) m? per head* m? per head* m? per head

Breeding and fattening cattle:

* up to 100 1.5 11 2.6

® up to 200 2.5 19 4.4

® up to 350 4.0 3.0 7.0

* 350-500 5.0 3.7 8.7

* above 500 1m?100kg 0.75m%100kg 1.75m%100kg
Dairy cows:

* up to 600kg 6.0 4.5 10.5

* Above 600kg 1m?/100kg 4.5 —

* This is the minimum lying area (under cover and bedded) for loose housing
or the total indoor area for cubicle housing
" This additional area can be indoors or outdoors



Pigs continued....

Poultry
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You should use mobile poultry housing as this will allow you greater flexibility
to integrate your poultry enterprise into your whole organic farming system.
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If your housing unit has more than 100 adult birds then you must allow the
development of social groups within the unit through:

o the number and distribution of feeders, drinkers and other facilities, and
 providing partitions.

20.7.3

Your poultry housing must comply with the following list:

o minimum solid floor area: 50% covered with litter/bedding material

¢ maximum slatted floor area: 50%

* minimum exit/entry pop-holes: 4m/100m? of the housing available to the
birds, and

o maximum area of houses (table birds only): 1,600m?unit.



[image: image17.png]Stocking rates, nest boxes and perch space

20.7.4

Your housing and facilities must comply with the following requirements for
each category of poultry you keep:

Pullets

* maximum stocking rates:

i. in fixed housing: 10 birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?)
ii. in mobile housing: 16* birds/m? (with a maximum of 30kg/m?)

*Note — only in mobile housing not exceeding 150m? floor space.
You must provide a minimum of 15cm aerial perch space per pullet.

Note — if you do not already have this amount of aerial perch space per bird,
you may provide this at the next flock changeover.

Note — please refer to chapter 23 for complete standards for pullet rearing.




[image: image18.png]Note — when calculating the internal stocking rate you should exclude the
area taken up by the nest boxes.

You must provide a minimum of 18cm aerial perch space per laying chicken.

Note — if you do not already have this amount of aerial perch space per bird,
you may provide this at the next flock changeover.

Table chickens

* maximum stocking rates:

i. in fixed housing: 10 birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?)
ii. in mobile housing: 16* birds/m? (with a maximum of 30kg/m?).

*Note — only in mobile housing not exceeding 150m? floor space.

Turkeys

* maximum stocking rates:

i. in fixed housing: two birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?)
ii. in mobile housing: three birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?)

o minimum perch space: 40cm/bird.
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If you install a new poultry house for pullets or laying chickens, you must
provide the aerial perch space in standard 20.7.4.

20.7.6

You must install aerial perches that will allow the birds to exhibit their natural
behaviour. This must ensure that birds can:

o distance themselves from bullying
¢ move freely around the house, and
o cannot be trapped under the perching area.

Note — the following dimensions are a guide for installing your aerial perches:
distance from floor to first perch: 10cm; vertical distance between perches:
45cm; horizontal distance between perches: 30cm; distance from walls to
perches: 20cm.

Note — please contact your certification officer for guidance on installing
aerial perches.

20.7.7

You must site aerial perches over dung collection areas.
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You must not count the following as providing aerial perch space for your
laying chickens or pullets:

e raised or integrated slats, or
e raised or integrated bars on flooring.

20.7.9

You must not site perches over scratch areas, nest boxes or where they can
contaminate feed.
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On pastures used by your poultry you should:

use grass/clover leys based on fescues and other grasses that tiller
graze sheep for sward management

provide natural dusting areas

* give access to woodland, and

* give access to outside drinkers.

20.8.2

Your poultry must have:

* access to properly managed pastures which are well covered with suitable
vegetation

 access to shelter at all times

* protection from predators, and

* enough cover in the free range areas to imitate their native habitat and
encourage them to range fully. This can be either natural (such as trees,
shrubs and cover crops) and/or artificial (such as screens and trailers).

20.8.3

Your poultry must have continuous and easy daytime access to pasture,
except in adverse weather conditions, for:




[image: image22.png]o all the laying life of laying poultry, or
* at least two thirds of the life of table poultry.

20.8.4

You must rest your pasture from poultry production:

 to allow vegetation to grow back
« for health reasons, and
* to enable built-up fertility to be used.

20.8.5

For laying poultry you must rest your pasture for at least nine months
between each batch, except if you have fewer than 50 birds which are not
kept in runs but are free to roam.
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For table poultry you must rest your pasture for two months per year plus
one year in every three years, except:

o where the birds are on the land for less than one third of the year, or
o if you have less than 50 birds which are not kept in runs but are free to roam.

20.8.7

The following outdoor stocking rates are the maximum you can have:

e laying chickens: 1,000 birds/ha
e table chickens: 2,500 birds/ha
* ducks: 2,000 birds/ha

® geese: 600 birds/ha

e guinea fowl: 2,500 birds/ha

o turkeys: 800 birds/ha.
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* maximum stocking rates:

i. in fixed housing: 10 birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?2)
ii. in mobile housing: 16* birds/m? (with a maximum of 30kg/m?)

*Note — only in mobile housing not exceeding 150m? floor space.

o minimum perch space: 40cm/bird.

Note — the perching space requirement only applies to Muscovy ducks.

Geese

maximum stocking rates:

i. in fixed housing: two birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?)
ii. in mobile housing: three birds/m?.

Guinea fowl

maximum stocking rates:

i. in fixed housing: 10 birds/m? (with a maximum of 21kg/m?)
ii. in mobile housing: 16* birds/m? (with a maximum of 30kg/m?)

*Note — only in mobile housing not exceeding 150m? floor space.

minimum perch space: 20cm/bird.





